
 

 
Dear parents and carers 
 

I can't quite believe we are here - our final week in school, the end of the academic year and 
what a busy one it has been!  
 
Year 6 
 
Pleasurewood Hills 
What a great day we had at Pleasurewood Hills last Friday, despite the weather! All the 
children embraced the day fully and much fun was had by all. Thank you to Mr Brodey, Mr 
Bond, and Miss Wilson for accompanying the children on the trip. I think Mr Bond and Miss 
Wilson enjoyed the rides as much as the children! 
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Y6 Leavers’ Picnic/Quiz 
We had great fun at our Year 6 Leavers' Picnic and Quiz event this week. It was lovely to see 
so many Year 6 families after school.  I can announce that at the end of the quiz, we had a 3 
way tie between ‘The Smiths (not the miserable band)’, ‘Bob the Cooler’ and ‘Quizee Rascal’ 
(staff team). The eventual winners after the tie break question were ‘Quizee Rascal’. Thank 
you to the families of our Year 6 children for being such good sports! 

 
 

     
 

 



 
 
Smoothie Stall 
Herons Class held their Smoothie Sale afterschool on Thursday and raised an amazing £100 
for Cancer Research. What a great effort from them all! Thank you to all those involved, and 
to all those who supported the event by purchasing a smoothie. We hope you enjoyed 
them! 

 
Y6 Leavers’ Assembly 
We also said goodbye to our Year 6 children in our Leavers' Assembly this afternoon - many 
thanks to all our Y6 families who came to support this event. It was lovely to see you. 

Saying goodbye to Year 6 is a real landmark in the life of a school. However, as sad as it is 
that they are leaving us, we take great pride and comfort in the knowledge that they are all 
ready for the next stage in their education and lives, and we have no doubt that they will all 
go on to achieve many great things. At the leaving assembly, we also thanked the children 
and their families for all that they have given to the school during their time with us, they 
have all played a part in making Hemsby the truly amazing school that it is. 

We wish our Year 6 children a super summer. Stride confidently into Year 7 Herons! 

 

Our farewell assembly for Mrs Gates and Mr Bond 
Today we also held a special assembly for both Mrs Gates and Mr Bond who are leaving us 
at the end of this term. We managed to keep the assembly a surprise in the main, although 
some children have asked a few questions which aroused suspicions!  

We know that singing is one of Mrs Gates' favourite things, so the children sang a selection 
of songs, as well as staff recalling some special memorable times in school for both. Some of 
the Year 5 children surprised us with a flash mob song from the musical ‘Matilda'.  The 
children made cards for both Mrs Gates and Mr Bond and presented them, together with 
some gifts, at the end of our assembly. They all did brilliantly well and a very emotional Mrs 
Gates and Mr Bond were lost for words. We will all miss them very much and wish them 
every success for the future. 

We also said a big thank you to Miss Sweeney who has supported one of our children in 
school this year. However, we will not be saying goodbye to Miss Sweeney as she will still be 
working in school as an MSA. 

 

 



 
Nursery Graduation 

Nursery held their first graduation last week, for the children who start school in September. 
it was a celebration to remember with graduation gowns hand made by a very kind lady in 
the village and graduation caps designed by the children themselves. 

The children enjoyed performing songs and being presented with their graduation 
certificates and keep-sakes. 

After the ceremony with short speeches for each child we had a lovely party in the hall with 
lots of fun and dancing. 

Thank you to all of the parents and carers who came along and showed their support. 

 
 
Governing Body 
On Wednesday 19th July, the Caister Primary Federation new Governing Board met for the 
first time. I am sure Mr Rice, Executive Headteacher of Caister Primary Federation, will be 
updating you about the new board soon. 
 
On behalf of all the staff at Hemsby, I would like to say a huge thank you to previous 
Hemsby Governors: Helen Wardale, Kath Hewitt, Steven Beales, Julia Wacey, Jakob Roberts, 
and Chris Chryssafi, for their unfaltering support for our school over a number of years. It 
has been a pleasure to work with you all. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Thank yous 
On the subject of thank yous, I must use this opportunity to express a wealth of further 
thank yous... 
 
Firstly, to the children. You have all been heroes this year—you’ve embraced every learning 
opportunity, talked to those you trust when things have worried you, looked after one 
another and been kind, and made a huge difference in making sure our school is a happy 
and joyful place. 
  
To our teaching assistants and additional support staff, you guys are the glue that holds us 
all together! You have helped the children keep up with their learning, given them the 
kindness and nurture they needed when they were worried. You are a very special part of 
our Hemsby Primary school community. 
 
To our office team, your organisation, attention to detail and hard work behind the scenes 
helps to keep our school running successfully. Thank you for all the support you have given 
me in my role as Acting Headteacher. 
 
To our cleaning team, without many people knowing, you go the extra mile for our children 
and staff and I thank you all for being the fantastic team that you are.  
 
To our wonderful teachers, you make sure the children want to come into school every day 
by making sure their learning is engaging and purposeful, that their classrooms are warm 
and welcoming places and you work so incredibly hard to make our school a happy and safe 
place.  
 
And finally to our families—the parents and carers. Your support, understanding and 
kindness makes me so grateful to work in such a special school and very thankful for the 
lovely community we work in. Thank you for supporting their learning journey, and for the 
cheery ‘good mornings’ each day at the gate! 
 
 
Contact During Holidays 
We will be in touch in the week before the children come back to school and let you know 
any important information.  
 
If you need to contact the school for any urgent matters during the summer holidays, please 
email office@hemsby.norfolk.sch.uk. This email will be checked on a regular basis and we 
will respond as soon as possible.  
    



 
 
 
 
Class Dojo & Summer Holidays 
 

        
Over the holidays all the staff will be having a well-earned rest so they are ready to start the 
new school year in September, therefore they will not be checking Class Dojo over the 
holidays. 
You are welcome to post up on your portfolios and send messages but please be aware that 
these will not be read until the start of the new term so please do not message on this 
platform until the teachers return to school on Monday 4th September. 
If you have any urgent messages and need to contact a senior leader in the event of an 
emergency, you can email us at office@hemsby.norfolk.sch.uk 
 
 
Safeguarding 
 
As the weather warms up and summer holidays are on the horizon please look after each 
other. 
Some simple things to remember: 

 Wear sunhats and wear sun-cream in hot weather, even if cloudy (The irony being 
that it is pouring down as I type!) 

 Wear helmets when riding a bike. 
 Remind your children to take care when crossing the road or walking along the path 

next to a busy road. 
 Wear seatbelts in cars. 

 
Please see our website for all of our policies and more information about Safeguarding. 
 
 

Designated Safeguarding Leads 
Mrs Harmer, Mrs Walker, Mr Purnell, Mrs Olley 
 

These members of staff monitor and manage all safeguarding practices and ensure staff 
are supported and have the training they need. Please ask to see one of these adults if 
you are worried about the safety of a child at school. 

 

If you have a safeguarding concern about a child out of school hours, then the number to 
ring is: 
 

CADS – Children’s Advice and Duty Service – 0344 800 8020 

 



 
 
Useful Websites for parents: 
 

    

 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/PARENTS/ 

 
 

 

www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-
technology 
Lots of ‘how to guides’ highlighting the safety tools available and 
empowering parents with the knowledge they need to support their children 
to use these technologies safely and responsibly. 

 
 

 

www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety 

 

www.internetmatters.org 

 

www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

 

vodafonedigitalparenting.co.uk 
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Playdays Plus 

 
This summer holiday club is open to children from all local schools and is for children aged 
7-11 years old. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
The new school term begins on Wednesday 6th September 2023. 
 
Take care, have a wonderful summer and stay safe. 
 
 
With my best wishes 
 
 
Donna Walker 
Acting Headteacher 
 

 

 

 


