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Dear parents/carers 
 
Well December has arrived and Christmas season here at Hemsby has begun.  

Our Christmas elves made their first Christmas card postal delivery today and we have all been busy preparing for our 

Christingle Service on Monday 4th December at St Mary’s Church - it would be lovely to see you there. Our House 

Captains and myself will be greeting you at the church on Monday and showing you to your seats. If we could ask that 

you arrive for 2pm – thank you.  

Emily and Luke helped set up our school ‘Nativity’ scene in the school entrance – thank you to them for helping me to 

do this. 

 

Also a reminder about the Christmas Film Night on Wednesday 6th December taking place in school, which our fantastic 

PTA have been busy organising. 

 

A massive CONGRATULATIONS from us here at Hemsby goes to....  

Theo! 
Theo was awarded the EDP Stars of Norfolk and Waveney 'Young Person of the Year' at an award ceremony in Norwich 
this week. 
Since he was five years old, Theo has carried out litter picking on the local beach. Over the past few years, this has 
become a regular hobby, and his focus primarily is to protect the local seal colony and wildlife around our coast. He has 
inspired adults to be more aware of the impact of litter on our environment and seal protection. 
I am sure you will join us in saying how proud we are of Theo and his amazing achievement! 
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I have enjoyed spending time in classes this week and it had been wonderful to see that the children’s learning across 

all curriculum areas is progressing well. I have been in classes, observing lessons, looking at books and talking to the 

children about their learning. It is always a pleasure to drop into classes and see the children busy learning. From our 

observations and discussions with the children, the curriculum at Hemsby is leading to our children knowing and 

remembering more. Hopefully, you see this at home and that your children are regularly coming home with lots of new 

information that they have found out in school.  

Many of the children have also been busy writing stories this week and have taken great delight in sharing those with 

me. There have been stores about both ‘Winter’ and ‘Space travel’ written. It’s absolutely fantastic to see this 

enthusiasm for writing across the school.  

Reading Cafés 

 

We have planned a series of Reading Cafés for each of our classes. During these sessions, we spend some time with 

you and your child on book-inspired activities. The activities will range from information gathering, inference and 

deduction, art and craft, as well as simply reading for pleasure with your child. 

 

Swallows class will begin our programme of our KS1/KS2 Reading Café events this half term on Tuesday 12th December, 

when we invite parents/carers of children in Swallows class to join us for an art-based Reading Café session.  

You are invited to join us from 9:00am on the day in the school hall. Please sign in at the office at the beginning of the 

session. 

Due to space in the school hall, we will need to limit attendance to this event to two adults per child-thank you for your 

understanding.  

Please do come along - it would be lovely to see you. 

 

We will publish Spring Term Reading Café dates for our other classes before the end of this term, so do keep a look out 

for this information.  

 

Next week, Herons, Mr Brodey, Miss Wilson and myself, head off to the Imperial War Museum at Duxford. Thank you 

to all the parents who have paid their contributions towards financing the trip. If you have not already paid your 

contribution or sent in your child’s reply slip that that you do so as soon as possible. Thank you. We are planning to 

return at school for 5pm on the day. If this changes, we will notify you via Class Dojo.  

Other year groups are busy planning educational visits. Look out for news about these coming soon! 

On Thursday, we had some snow showers, and as always, this was pretty magical albeit it didn’t last very long. Please 

do ensure that you send your child into school with a coat. Even if it is raining, we will continue to take the children 

outside for playtimes. 

Wishing you all a great weekend. 

Donna Walker 
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RECEPTION PLACES - SEPTEMBER 2024  

A quick reminder that applications for a reception place for September 2024 need to be submitted by the deadline set 

by NCC. The deadline date for submitting your application for a Reception place for September 2024 is 15th January 

2024. 

 

Applications should be submitted online at: https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/Synergy/Parents/default.aspx 

If you are experiencing any difficulties, please speak to the main school office who can help with completing the 

application form. Late applications may result in you not getting a place at your preferred school. 

Please note that all children must submit an online application, even If your child attends our Nursery and you wish 

them to attend Hemsby Reception, you will still need to apply for a Reception place through the NCC website and online 

application process. 

Parent Teacher Association- could you help? 
There are many reasons to offer your support for our PTA: 
 
1 Support our school 
The PTA is vital to the success of the school. Funds raised enrich your child’s learning and make every student’s 
experience better. Be part of the group that pays for the playground your child loves or funds the library that’s their 
favourite place to be. 
  
2 It’s totally flexible 
Whether you’re a full-time parent or working the nine to five, anyone can get involved. It’s less commitment than you 
think, and you don’t always have to attend meetings. Small jobs such as designing a poster, distributing letters or 
running a stall keep everything running smoothly. 
  
3 Make lasting friendships 
Meet and chat to a wider circle of families from different classes and year groups. Get to know other parents, and bond 
over exciting events, socials and get-togethers. Find a place to belong and spend time with others who share your 
values. 
  
4 Be better connected 
Create closer links with the head, teachers and staff. If you’re new to the school, the PTA is an excellent way to find out 
how things work and become part of the community. If not, you’ll still gain greater insight by seeing how things work 
from both sides. 
  
5 Because it’s FUN! 
Be part of the team which organises the best events and get-togethers. Debrief over a glass of wine (or two). Suggest 
your most hare-brained idea and watch as it catches on and everyone wants a piece of the action. Laugh. Cry. Be there 
for each other. 
  
 

https://fiso.norfolk.gov.uk/Synergy/Parents/default.aspx
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6 Learn new skills 
Everyone has something they can bring to the PTA, but you can also learn new skills by trading with others. Always 
wanted to perfect that cookie recipe? Not sure how to design a poster? Want to hone your public speaking skills? You 
can do it with the support of the committee. 
  
7 It’s not just for mums 
Everyone is welcome, and it’s especially important to have dads and male carers represented, as male role models are 
crucial in children’s upbringing. Dads can bring different skills; they can bring a different perspective, and they can bring 
along other dads. 
  
8 Create lasting memories 
Our children are only at school for a few years, but they will remember the difference we make for a lifetime. They will 
cherish the activities and games we fund, learn using resources we buy, and remember the events we hold. Help keep 
the PTA going so future pupils can benefit too. 
  
Do take a look our PTA’s Facebook page ‘Hemsby Primary PTA’ 
 

Attendance Matters 

It is important that all children attend school as much as possible. Children who attend more, do better socially and 

academically. It is important that all children are helped to succeed and by being at school as much as possible this can 

happen. That also means that children arrive at school before the school day starts so that they can have a smooth 

start to the day. The school gates open at 8.40am to prevent queuing near the road. The classroom doors will open 

at 8:50am for the start of the school day. School finishes at 3.20pm. 

If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please call the school office on 01493 730364. If your child has a 
medical appointment during school time, please let the school office know in advance. 

Request for Leave during the School Term  

Request for leave for holidays/travel abroad cannot be authorised by the school. As you are aware, leave will only be 

granted in exceptional circumstances. Please note that, Under Section 444(1) of the Education Act 1996, a Penalty 

Notice/s for absence during the school term may be issued. 

 

Is my child too ill for school? 

My child has been ill – when should they come back to school? 

This information is from the NHS Choices website - 'Is my child too ill for school?'. Please visit the NHS site for more 
information. 
  
Not every illness needs to keep your child from school. If you keep your child away from school, be sure to inform the 
school on the first day of their absence. Whether you send your child to school will depend on how severe you think 
the illness is. Use this guidance to help you make that judgement. Remember: if you're concerned about your child’s 
health, consult a health professional. 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool/Pages/Illness.aspx
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Please note: if you feel your child is well enough to be in school, they will be expected to participate in all curriculum 
activities, including PE and swimming.  

• Vomiting and diarrhoea. Children with diarrhoea and/or vomiting should definitely be kept off school until 
at least 48 hours after their symptoms have gone. Most cases of diarrhoea and vomiting in children get better 
without treatment, but if symptoms persist, consult your GP. If we feel your child has come back to school too 
early, we will contact you. 

• Cough and cold. A child with a minor cough or cold may attend school. If the cold is accompanied by a raised 
temperature, shivers or drowsiness, the child should stay off school, visit the GP and return to school 24 hours 
after they start to feel better. If your child has a more severe and long-lasting cough, consult your GP. They can 
give guidance on whether your child should stay off school.   

• Raised temperature. If your child has a raised temperature, they shouldn't attend school. They can return 24 
hours after they start to feel better.   

• Rash. Skin rashes can be the first sign of many infectious illnesses, such as chickenpox and measles. Children 
with these conditions shouldn't attend school. If your child has a rash, check with your GP or practice nurse 
before sending them to school.   

• Headache. A child with a minor headache doesn't usually need to be kept off school. If the headache is more 
severe or is accompanied by other symptoms, such as raised temperature or drowsiness, then keep the child 
off school and consult your GP.   

• Sore throat. A sore throat alone doesn't have to keep a child from school. But if it's accompanied by a raised 
temperature, your child should stay at home.   

• Chickenpox. If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all their spots have crusted over.  

This week’s school attendance overall was 95.46% 

Class % Congratulations to the Nursery Class 
who are our Attendance winners this 

week! 
 

 

Nursery 100 

Robins 97.62 

Jays 90.0 

Kingfishers 93.16 

Woodpeckers 93.93 

Swallows 97.14 

Herons 97.5 

Mrs Walker presented the Nursery class with the trophy and a certificate in assembly this afternoon. 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/rotavirus-gastroenteritis/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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‘Let’s Talk About…’ 

This academic year, as a part of our work both in implementing the DFE’s revised Reading Framework and our own 

curriculum development, the development of oracy skills will be a focus across our school.  We will seek to ensure that 

all pupils have the opportunity and support to become fluent, confident and skilled communicators. 

Each week on our newsletter, there will be a ‘Let’s Talk About…’ a topic/theme to promote conversation and 

discussion at home. 

Let’s Talk About….. Empathy 

Adults can also boost empathy and build emotional intelligence by encouraging their children to think about how other 

people feel. Start by inquiring about your child's own feelings, asking about events in your child's life. "How did you feel 

when you lost your toy?" "How did that story make you feel?" 

Once children become skilled at expressing their own emotional reactions, begin asking questions about how other 

people may feel. "How do you think …. felt when you took away the toy she was playing with?" By responding to 

questions about emotions, children can begin to think about how their own actions might impact the emotions of those 

around them. 

 

Our Safeguarding Team 

At Hemsby Primary School and Nursery we all have a responsibility to keep children safe. We take all necessary 

measures to ensure that this happens. 

If you have any safeguarding issues, please contact the school to speak to a Designated Safeguarding Lead. These are: 

• Mrs Walker 

• Mr Purnell 

• Mrs Olley 

• Jonathan Rice (Executive Headteacher) 

• Helen Wheatley (Safeguarding Governor) 

However, all staff are trained in safeguarding and will listen to any concerns you have.  

Concerned About a Child’s Safety? 

Children’s Advice and Duty Service 

If you are a member of the public you can do this through Norfolk County Council’s Customer Services on 0344 800 

8020. 
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Class Stories 

Nursery: This week in Nursery we have been learning about Transport and Road Safety.  We have been making tracks 

in all sorts of messy media such as cornflour and paint.  We have talked about and used different shapes to create our 

own transport models.  The children have particularly enjoyed learning about Road safety, talking about Stop! Think! 

Look! Listen! and making sure we hold a grown ups hand.  They loved dressing up as a lollipop person and holding the 

school Lollipop stick. 

                                       

Robins: This week the Robins have been learning the Christmas story in preparation for our performance in the 

church. We have been looking at 'A Starry Night' by Vincent Van Gogh,' linking to our work on light and dark, before 

creating our own pictures. In our story cafe we worked with our parents/carers developing our skills to make 

decorations for the class. 

                                                  



 
 

 

Newsletter 
01 December 2023 

 

 

 

Jays: This week, in English we have begun to think about writing our own story. Focusing on what we need to include 

and revisiting what a noun and adjective is.  In Maths, we are continuing our subtraction with in 10. Exploring how to 

subtract on a number line and are now looking at how to solve word problems. In PE, we have been working together 

in pairs, used our bodies to create various letters. The children were very creative and came up with a number of 

different ways to make the same letter. 

          

 

Kingfishers: In PE this week we have been learning and practising the barrel and straight roll. In Reading we have been 

improving our summarising, retrieving and sequencing skills. In our Maths lessons we are looking at properties of 2D 

and 3D shapes. We have started learning about sides, faces and vertices. 
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Woodpeckers:  In Woodpeckers we have started our new art unit this week, ‘Printing’. We experimented with the ink 

rollers to make different marks on the page, next we will be developing our own prints. In English we have begun to 

write our own historical stories set during the Stone Age. We are still working hard on our times tables every morning 

and are building up our recall speed. 

 
 

Swallows: This week the Swallows have in English been looking at how to use dialogue to improve their stories.  They 

have worked extremely hard at multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100 in Maths in year four, while the year fives have 

worked hard on adding fractions.  In Science we did a great experiment on working out how the surface area of a boat 

can affect the load it carries, and we made and tested our own boats! We continued to look at, build and test our own 

structures in DT. The children are working hard in every area and have produced some wonderful work. 

 

 

Herons: This week, we have been continuing our work on fractions and have looked at adding and subtracting mixed 

number and improper fractions with different denominators. In English we have been looking at explanation texts, with 

our model text linking in with our current Science topic. In History, we have been continuing our learning about the 

'Friendly Invasion'. This week we looked at why America chose East Anglia for their military bases during the Second 

World War. We're very much looking forward to our trip to the Imperial War Museum at Duxford next week.   
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Angel Festival 
 

  
                    

 

 

 

Every class has put a message of goodwill or an environmental pledge for the Angel Festival. Here are our class pledges: 
 
Robins - Merry Christmas! 
Jays - We will recycle our rubbish. 
Kingfishers - We will put all rubbish into the correct bin. 
Woodpeckers - We will not switch on lights during the day when it is sunny. 
Swallows - Turn off the taps when we're finished. 
Herons - We will switch off lights and appliances when we leave a room. 
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Academic Year Term Dates 

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Mon 4th December Christingle at St Mary’s Church – 2pm – please do join us 

Wed 6th December PTA Christmas Film Night starting at 4.00pm 

Thurs 7th December Look at a Book – Yr R – Yr 6 – 3.20pm – 3.40pm 

Fri 8th December Yr 6 trip to Imperial War Museum Duxford  

Tues 12th December Swallows Story Café – 9.00am – 10.00am 

Wed 13th December Nativity at St Mary’s Church – 2pm – please do join us 

Thurs 14th December Choir singing at The Vineries – during school time 

Mon 18th December Online Panto of ‘Robin Hood’ in school 

Tues 19th December Christmas Lunch and party day – children can wear Christmas 
jumpers/party clothes. Further information about the Nursery 
Christmas party will be confirmed soon.  

Wed 20th December Last day of term 

Wed 3rd January 2024 Inset day 

Thurs 4th January 2024 Children return to school 
 


