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Dear parents/carers 
 
What cold and blustery weather we have had this week! It has been a delight to see so much of the super learning that 

has taken place. It definitely brings a ray of sunshine to my day. 

It was also wonderful to see so many of you at our Christingle Service at St Mary’s Church on Monday of this week. We 

really do appreciate you taking the time out of your day to support the children and our school. Thank you to all our 

children and staff for all their amazing efforts. 

A polite reminder about our Nativity Service at St Mary’s Church next week – Wednesday 13th December. This will begin 

at 2pm. Please could we ask that you arrive from 1:30pm when our school House Captains will be greeting you. 

Please could we ask that if you are driving to church, that you park considerately and ensure you are not obstructing 

drives, garages or access to roads.  Thank you for your understanding. 

I also wanted to take this opportunity to send out a polite reminder about morning arrival at school: 

 

The school gates are unlocked in the morning at 8:40am when parents and children can enter the playground. This 

prevents queuing near the road which can become very busy at this time of the day.  

 

• A member of staff will be on the front school gate to welcome everyone to the school and answer any queries 

that parents/carers might have.  

 

• Parents/carers of all children are asked to stay with their child/ren until the classroom doors open at 8:50am 

when school starts.  It is the responsibility of parents/carers to supervise their child/children before 8.50am. 

 

• If your child has been issued with a green/white card, and you have given permission for your child to make 

their own way to/from school, then we do expect your child to wait sensibly on the playground for the 

classroom doors to open. 

 

• The classroom doors will open at 08:50am for the start of the school day and registration. The morning 

register is taken from 08:50am. At this point, all children should be in school. The registers will close at 

09:00am. 

 
The school gates will remain open until 09:00am.  Any child arriving after this time should enter school 
through the Main Reception at the front of the school. 
 

• If the weather is exceptionally inclement, we will endeavour to open the classroom doors a few minutes early. 

 

Thank you, in advance, for your understanding in this matter. 
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And finally…the children who attended our PTA Christmas film night this week certainly had a wonderful time! Many 

thanks to you for supporting this event and a huge thank you to our PTA for organising and running this wonderful 

event for our children. Without our PTA, events such as this could not be run, so please do offer your support for our 

PTA if you are able. 

 

Wishing you all a great weekend. 

Donna Walker 

 

 

PE Kits 

PE is a statutory part of the curriculum and children are entitled to 2 hours of PE each week from KS1 upwards. It is an 

essential part of a child’ education. Not only does it highlight the importance of physical health, but it teaches 

teamwork, leaderships skills and supports mental health. 

Unfortunately, we have noticed that throughout school there are some children who are regularly forgetting their PE 

kits, and this is having a detrimental effect on their learning as it may be that children cannot participate without the 

correct clothing. 

From January 2024, we will be undertaking a one-term trial of children coming to school in their PE kit on the days 

when they have PE (for all year groups from Reception to Year 6). Children will not need their school uniform in school 

on those days.  

We are doing this because:  

• children won’t ‘forget their kit’.  

• it will maximise time spent on physical activity in PE by cutting out time spent on changing. 

• it should eliminate the possibility of clothing being lost while children change.  

• it will even out wear and tear on uniforms & PE kits, making normal school uniform last a little longer and 

getting maximum wear out of PE kit.  

• PE kits can be washed more regularly rather than staying in bags until the end of term.  
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On PE days children should wear full PE kit 

PE Kit  

• Sky-blue t shirt (indoor/outdoor) 

• Plain navy shorts (indoor/outdoor) 

• Tracksuit bottoms and top (navy or black) (outdoor) 

• Plimsolls (indoor) 

• Trainers (outdoor) 

• No jewellery should be worn on those days.  

• For P.E children must ideally remove their own earrings and replace them after P.E. Staff cannot do this for the 

children. If children cannot remove their own stud earrings, please provide as part of the PE kit, tape which the 

child can apply themselves over the earrings.  

• Children with long hair must have their hair tied back. 

• For indoor PE sessions, children may come to school in their outdoor PE kit over their indoor PE kit in colder 

months. 

PE Days 

Class PE Day-outdoors PE Day - indoors 

Reception – Robins 
 

 Thursday 

Year 1 – Jays 
 

Friday Tuesday 

Year 2 – Kingfishers 
 

Monday Wednesday  

Year 3/4 Woodpeckers 
 

Monday Wednesday 

Year 4/5 Swallows 
 

Friday Wednesday 

Year 6 – Herons 
 

Friday From Jan 2024 - Thursday 

 

Thank you, in advance, for your support for this trial, which is being undertaking in response to feedback from staff, 

parents and children. 
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Attendance Matters 

It is important that all children attend school as much as possible. Children who attend more, do better socially and 

academically. It is important that all children are helped to succeed and by being at school as much as possible this can 

happen. That also means that children arrive at school before the school day starts so that they can have a smooth 

start to the day. The school gates open at 8.40am to prevent queuing near the road. The classroom doors will open 

at 8:50am for the start of the school day. School finishes at 3.20pm. 

 

If your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please call the school office on 01493 730364. If your child has a 
medical appointment during school time, please let the school office know in advance. 
 
Request for Leave during the School Term  

Request for leave for holidays/travel abroad cannot be authorised by the school. As you are aware, leave will only be 

granted in exceptional circumstances. Please note that, Under Section 444(1) of the Education Act 1996, a Penalty 

Notice/s for absence during the school term may be issued. 

 

Is my child too ill for school? 

My child has been ill – when should they come back to school? 

This information is from the NHS Choices website - 'Is my child too ill for school?'. Please visit the NHS site for more 
information. 
 
Not every illness needs to keep your child from school. If you keep your child away from school, be sure to inform the 
school on the first day of their absence. Whether you send your child to school will depend on how severe you think 
the illness is. Use this guidance to help you make that judgement. Remember: if you're concerned about your child’s 
health, consult a health professional. 
  
Please note: if you feel your child is well enough to be in school, they will be expected to participate in all curriculum 
activities, including PE and swimming.  

• Vomiting and diarrhoea. Children with diarrhoea and/or vomiting should definitely be kept off school until 
at least 48 hours after their symptoms have gone. Most cases of diarrhoea and vomiting in children get better 
without treatment, but if symptoms persist, consult your GP. If we feel your child has come back to school too 
early, we will contact you. 

• Cough and cold. A child with a minor cough or cold may attend school. If the cold is accompanied by a raised 
temperature, shivers or drowsiness, the child should stay off school, visit the GP and return to school 24 hours 
after they start to feel better. If your child has a more severe and long-lasting cough, consult your GP. They can 
give guidance on whether your child should stay off school.   

• Raised temperature. If your child has a raised temperature, they shouldn't attend school. They can return 24 
hours after they start to feel better.   

• Rash. Skin rashes can be the first sign of many infectious illnesses, such as chickenpox and measles. Children 
with these conditions shouldn't attend school. If your child has a rash, check with your GP or practice nurse 
before sending them to school.   
 
 

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool/Pages/Illness.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/rotavirus-gastroenteritis/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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• Headache. A child with a minor headache doesn't usually need to be kept off school. If the headache is more 
severe or is accompanied by other symptoms, such as raised temperature or drowsiness, then keep the child 
off school and consult your GP.   

• Sore throat. A sore throat alone doesn't have to keep a child from school. But if it's accompanied by a raised 
temperature, your child should stay at home.   

• Chickenpox. If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all their spots have crusted over.  

This week’s school attendance overall was 93.38% 

Class % Congratulations to the Swallows Class who 
are our Attendance winners this week! 

 

 

Nursery 80.77 

Robins 93.81 

Jays 82.5 

Kingfishers 96.32 

Woodpeckers 95.71 

Swallows 96.79 

Herons 94.64 

Mr Purnell presented the Swallows class with the trophy and a certificate in assembly this afternoon. 
 
‘Let’s Talk About…’ 

This academic year, as a part of our work both in implementing the DFE’s revised Reading Framework and our own 

curriculum development, the development of oracy skills will be a focus across our school.  We will seek to ensure that 

all pupils have the opportunity and support to become fluent, confident and skilled communicators. 

Each week on our newsletter, there will be a ‘Let’s Talk About…’ a topic/theme to promote conversation and 

discussion at home. 

Let’s Talk About ‘the best part of my day’. 

• What did you enjoy today? 

• How did it make you feel? 

• What would have made it even better? 
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Our Safeguarding Team 

At Hemsby Primary School and Nursery we all have a responsibility to keep children safe. We take all necessary 

measures to ensure that this happens. 

If you have any safeguarding issues, please contact the school to speak to a Designated Safeguarding Lead. These are: 

• Mrs Walker 

• Mr Purnell 

• Mrs Olley 

• Jonathan Rice (Executive Headteacher) 

• Helen Wheatley (Safeguarding Governor) 

However, all staff are trained in safeguarding and will listen to any concerns you have.  

Concerned About a Child’s Safety? 

Children’s Advice and Duty Service 

If you are a member of the public you can do this through Norfolk County Council’s Customer Services on 0344 800 

8020. 
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Class Stories 

Nursery: We have been getting ready for Christmas in Nursery this week, the children have been busy decorating the 

tree and making Christingles.  They have been using their fine motor skills to choose Christmas pompoms to decorate 

their trees and they have enjoyed learning Christmas songs. 

They have been doing good turn taking to open the Advent Calendar each day, telling their friends about the Christmas 
pictures they have discovered behind each bauble. 
We are looking forward to welcoming grown ups in to Nursery next week for our Christmas Stay and Plays.  

                  

Robins: This week the Robins made Christingles for the service in the church. Over the last couple of weeks, we have 

been learning the chorus's for the Christingle songs. I was very impressed with how they joined in the singing at the 

service. We talked about the different parts of the Christingle before labelling them.  

In maths we have started work on number bonds to 5 using a part whole model. 
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Jays: The Jays have begun to explore our unit of shape within Maths, particularly looking at naming 2D and 3D shapes. 

In English we have explored sequencing our writing, using 'first... then/next... and finally' to explain what we do when 

waking up in the morning. The children really enjoyed making their Christingle and learning what each part represents.  

 

 
Kingfishers: In Maths we have continued to look at 3D shapes, we have started to sort 3D shapes based on their 

properties of edges, vertices and faces or curved surfaces. In History this half term we have been looking at significant 

people from Great Yarmouth such as Sarah Martin and Anna Sewell. This week we have focused on the history of the 

Hippodrome. 

 

Woodpeckers: This week in Woodpeckers we have continued with our printing unit. We have been making our own 

monoprints, using the end of paint brushes to score marks into our ink trays.  

We are working on multiplication and division in our Maths lessons, practising our times tables and using these to solve 
problems. 
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Swallows: This week in English, the Swallows have continued to look at how dialogue can be used in writing in order to 

develop characters and make our writing more effective.  In Maths, we are coming to the end of our topics on fractions 

as well as multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100.  We continue to work on our greetings and numbers in French.  In 

Science, we have had the opportunity to write up our experiments on surface area and water resistance and have 

proved to be very good at designing tests which are 'fair'.  The children have been practising their singing this week and 

represented the school brilliantly at our lovely Christingle service on Monday.  We are now coming to the end of our 

topic on Ancient Greece and have a really good understanding of how Ancient Greek culture and ideas have influenced 

how we live, right up to the present day.  Well done and thank you, Swallows, for all of your had work this week. 

 

Herons: This week we have been solving problems involving adding and subtracting fractions. We have now started 

learning to multiply fractions by integers. In English we are beginning to write our own explanation texts, using 

knowledge we have gained in our Science lessons.  
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Academic Year Term Dates 

 

 

Dates for the diary 

Tues 12th December Swallows Story Café – 9.00am – 10.00am 

Wed 13th December Nativity at St Mary’s Church – 2pm – please do join us 

Thurs 14th December Choir singing at The Vineries – during school time 

Mon 18th December Online Panto of ‘Robin Hood’ in school 

Tues 19th December Christmas Lunch and party day – children can wear Christmas 
jumpers/party clothes. Further information about the Nursery 
Christmas party will be confirmed soon.  

Wed 20th December Last day of term 

Wed 3rd January 2024 Inset day 

Thurs 4th January 2024 Children return to school 
 


